From: Laketran Laketran [mailto:laketran@hotmail.com] 
Sent: Monday, June 15, 2009 3:42 PM
To: undisclosed-recipients
Subject: State Senate Reduces Funding for Public Transportation - - Laketran Requesting Your Help!
Please Help Laketran by Sending Emails to Key State Decision-Makers to Increase Operating Assistance for Public Transit in the SFY 2010 and 2011 State Budget
 
Dear Laketran Stakeholder:
 
On behalf of Laketran, I would like to thank all of you for your participation in our grass-roots effort to petition the State for increased funding for public transportation.  Your letters, emails, petitions, phone calls and communications with State legislators were very instrumental in keeping the dialogue alive for increasing operating assistance for public transportation.
 
As you may know, Governor Strickland initially proposed a cut in public transit funding in the amount of $13.3 million statewide for 59 urban and rural transit systems for both SFY 2010 and SFY 2011.  With your encouragement and support, State Representative Mark Schneider successfully spearheaded an effort to amend House Bill 1 upward to $19.9 million statewide for SFY 2010 and $20 million for SFY 2011.  The increase in HB1 passed the Ohio House.  Unfortunately, within the last two weeks, the Ohio Senate passed their version of HB1, further reducing public transit funding down to $12.7 million statewide for SFY 2010 and 2011.
 
If this bill survives the joint House/Senate Conference Committee and is signed by the Governor, it will constitute a continued disinvestment in public transportation funding for a period of 10 years - - slashing aid to public transportation from $44.3 million in SFY 2001 to $12.7 million in SFY 2010/2011 - - a 71% decrease.
 
This is a critical week in our effort to stop this downward spiral in funding for needed public transportation.  House Bill 1 is now being considered in a joint House/Senate Conference Committee to work out the difference between the two chambers and Governor Strickland.  The Ohio Constitution requires that a balanced budget for the next biennium be passed by June 30, 2009.  Simply put - - we need your help now!
 
Please email and call the key decision makers listed in the attachment and encourage them to support increasing operating assistance for public transportation in Ohio.  In your communications, it is extremely important that you briefly tell your story of the impact of reduced public transit services on your personal life, the lives of your clients or your employees.  Time is of the essence.  Also, please feel free to forward this email to others you think would be willing to send emails support our cause.
 
One other important point.  We would appreciate it if you would be kind enough to carbon copy Laketran on your emails to the key state decision-makers at laketran@hotmail.com.
 
Thank you for your patience and understanding and most importantly for your willingness to help join the fight for increased funding for public transportation in the State of Ohio.
 
Sincerely,
Ray Jurkowski
General Manager
Laketran
555 Lakeshore Blvd.
Painesville, Ohio  44077
Tel.440.350.1000    Fax.  440.354.4202
rjurkowski@laketran.com 

