From: Ray Jurkowski 
Sent: Tuesday, June 16, 2009 3:48 PM
To: 'dino.disanto@mail.house.gov'; 'joe.guzzo@mail.house.gov'
Subject: Request from Laketran to Support Legislative Initiatives to Permit Federal Funds to be Used for Operating Expenses
Honorable Steven C. LaTourette
14th Congressional District
2317 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515
 
Dear Congressman LaTourette:
 
    Soon the U.S. House of Representatives will take up the 2009 Supplemental Appropriations bill approved by the House and Senate conferees on June11th. This bill contains a provision that would allow transit agencies to use up to 10 percent of their American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funds to cover operating expenses.  On behalf of Laketran and all those dependent on transit services in Lake County, we would sincerely appreciate your support of this supplemental appropriations bill when it reaches the House for a vote.
 
    Similiarly, a group of your colleagues in the House have developed a legislative proposal that would permanently expand the use of transit formula funds for operational purposes.  This group, led by Representatives Russ Carnahan, Doris Matsui and Dan Lipinski wrote a letter (see attached) to leaders of the House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee that outlined the difficulties transit agencies are having covering their operating costs, and proposed the expanded use of transit funds for operating expenses in the upcoming authorization as a practical solution. The letter was signed by over 70 House Members.
 
    This effort has led to the introduction of H.R. 2746, which would allow for additional transportation operating assistance grants.  The legislation proposed the following:
1. Allow properties serving urbanized areas over 200,000 in population, but operating 100 or fewer buses to use 100 percent of transit formula funds for operating expenses. 
    On June 8, 2009, H.R. 7246 was referred to the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure. While you were a member of the T & I Committee in the past, you certainly were a strong advocate for public transportation, therefore, we would also appreciate it if you would encourage your colleagues that now sit on this important committee to also support H.R. 7246.
 
    If you have any questions or need any further information, please don't hesitate to call me directly at 440.350.1001.
 
    Sincerely,
                                                                                                                                                                
Ray Jurkowski
General Manager
Laketran 
555 Lakeshore Blvd
Painesville, OH 44077
Tel. 440.350.1000   Fax. 440.354.4202
rjurkowski@laketran.com

