March 30, 2009
Dear Representative 
I strongly urge you to increase public transit funding in Ohio.

Since 2000, the State has reduced funding to Laketran by 44%, while ridership has increased by 30%. Ohio now ranks near the bottom of the list when it comes to funding transit, and all of our neighboring states are way ahead of us.
Laketran had a $500,000 deficit in 2008 that will escalate to more than $2.5 million by 2010.  To close that gap, Laketran officials have proposed fare increases and service cuts, which would create hardships for thousands of people—especially those of who rely on transit to get to work to support our families.  Reducing our local transit service means reducing our options for finding and keeping employment.
Lake County residents need public transit -- we need more transit, not reductions in service.  The taxpayers of Lake County are already funding 70% of Laketran’s service through our local sales tax. 
Within the last 8 years, State funding has plummeted from 11% of Laketran’s operating assistance to now less than 5%. We need more State Aid to operate, not less.

You have the ability to help save us from more service cuts by supporting Laketran.  
Without access to transportation additional funding for healthcare, education, job access, parks, and mental health is a waste because people can’t get to these services.  
Transit needs to be a priority!  We need public transit now, more than ever.  We hope we can rely on your support for Laketran and public transportation.

Yours truly, 
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